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"spite" dismissals. As in 1858, removals were spotty and irregular
though frequent.9
Thus in Washington two rival national headquarters were set up.
Two committees sought to raise two campaign funds and issue two
sets of propaganda. Under the circumstances the peculiar federal or-
ganization of parties was to become even more complicated. Within each
state the Democratic party was now confronted with the problem of
dealing with this split. The ancient factions in the various states had a
field day.
II
The chances of victory were not as hopeless as the divided state of
the Democracy might indicate. The opposition also was divided. In
the interval between the two meetings of the Democrats, the Republi-
cans had gone to Chicago and had surprised many observers. The op-
ponents of Seward had concentrated on the more available Abraham
Lincoln, Douglas's erstwhile competitor, and had adopted a platform
offering free soil, a Pacific railroad, a protective tariff, and free home-
steads.10 If they could hold their 1856 strength they needed but two
more states, Pennsylvania and either Indiana or Illinois. The protective
tariff, they hoped, would clinch the one, and the nomination of Lincoln
the other. With the Democracy divided, how could they lose? They had
failed, however, to establish themselves in the South, and they had not
absorbed all the Whig-American strength in the free states. This com-
bination North and South had finally achieved a new merger.
The long negotiations on behalf of the friends of Crittenden, con-
ducted by Nathan Sargent and his associates, had not succeeded in
uniting all anti-Democratic elements, but they had produced results.
A conservative anti-Democratic aggregation of Whigs and Americans,
mostly from the South, had organized the Constitutional Union party
at Baltimore in May. It had adopted a simple platform pledged to the
Constitution and the Union; it nominated neither Crittenden nor Sam
Houston but Senator Bell of Tennessee, with Edward Everett of Massa-
chusetts as his running mate. Their supporters were nominating elec-
toral tickets in all states and were particularly dangerous in the border